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Historical Society of New Mexico
President’s Message

Dear HSNM Members,
As you will see, the theme of this issue of La Crónica is World War I and its lasting impact on New Mexico. In
his introductory article, the State Administrator of New Mexico Records and Archives, and former New Mexico
State Historian, Rick Hendricks puts the Great War and New Mexico into perspective for us. Historian David
Holtby’s piece not only examines our state’s unique role in the war, but also serves as a prelude to his plenary
talk at our annual conference in Albuquerque on Thursday, March 28. And as part of the continuing interest in
the war, HSNM member Judy Reinhartz reports on a reenactment of the Paris Peace Conference that officially
ended the war in 1920 by approximately sixty Santa Fe high school students in the Round House on November
9, 2018, to celebrate the armistice. There also is still hope that a state wide World War I memorial will be created
sometime in the not too distant future.
The preparations for the 2019 New Mexico History Conference in Albuquerque on March 28–30 at the
Embassy Suites Hotel are mostly complete and your attendance is awaited. This year there will be five concurrent sessions in all time slots on a diverse range of subjects along with book vendors, a book auction and silent
auction, and the annual business meeting luncheon and awards banquet. Of course, Albuquerque also boasts a
large number of historical attractions to partake of outside of our conference.
The planning for our 2020 meeting at the Grant County Business & Conference Center in Silver City on
April 16–18 continues as does the planning for the 2021 meeting in Santa Fe on the occasion of the 200th Anniversary of the founding of the Santa Fe Trail. The arrangements for a half-day mini-conference on “Movers and
Shakers in New Mexico History: Colonial Era to Statehood” between the HSNM and the New Mexico Jewish
Historical Society also are proceeding apace. It will take place on June 8, 2019, 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., at the
Jewish Community Center in Albuquerque. You can already mark your calendars! The HSNM Board hopes that
this will be the first of an ongoing series of mini-conferences with various historical organizations across the state.
Our Society continues to assume a leading role in promoting the study and enjoyment of the captivating
history of New Mexico and the Southwest. I hope that you will maintain your support of and be a part of our
activities. See you in Albuquerque!
With warmest regards,
Dennis Reinhartz
President, Historical Society of New Mexico
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World War I and the Spanish Flu Pandemic in
New Mexico
by Rick Hendricks

Emergency Hospital at Camp Funston, Kansas, 1918, most often cited location as the origin of the Spanish Flu
(Courtesy New Contributed Photograph Collection/otishistoricalArchives/NationalMuseumofHealthandMedicine

The twin horrors of World War I and the Spanish Flu
pandemic are inextricably interwoven into the fabric of
history. The war took the lives of ten million soldiers and
seven million civilians. There were 17,251 New Mexicans
who served in World War I of whom 502 died. Of these, 26
percent were killed in action, and another 13 percent died
of wounds. A third of the New Mexicans who died in the
war perished during the Meuse-Argonne offensive between
September 26 and November 11, 1918, which coincided
with the most virulent phase of the influenza pandemic.
As appallingly brutal as the war was, the Spanish flu was
more lethal, astoundingly so. Although the exact numbers
will never be known, estimates range from fifty million
to more than one hundred million fatalities worldwide.
In the United States between 650,000 and 700,000 died.
More than 5,000—and probably considerably more—New
Mexicans died from influenza and related complications.
Among New Mexico servicemen, 54 percent died as a result of disease. Not all of these deaths were from influenza
or the onset of pneumonia, but most were.1
The Spanish flu often began with symptoms similar to

those of ordinary flu. These symptoms include fever, chills,
muscle aches, cough, congestion, runny nose, headache,
and fatigue. With Spanish flu, however, the course of the
illness was markedly different than the common flu as its
symptoms were frequently followed by the rapid onset of
pneumonia. Cyanosis resulted from fluid filling the lungs
and displacing oxygen, frequently presenting as mahogany
or purplish spots on the fingernails, cheekbones, ears, or
face. The final step was death.
Over the course of time, analysis of the event has revealed several possible sources for the Spanish Flu, and
they continue to multiply. Among the candidates are soldiers serving in France in 1916 who came from Annam
kingdom (i.e., Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia). Also, a few
years earlier something that may have been flu appeared
in China, resulting in an eruption of an epidemic in Shansi, China, in 1917. Since 135,000 men were transported
to Belgium and France from northern China to provide
labor beginning in 1916, these men may have brought flu
to Europe.2
The most often cited location as the origin of Spanish
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Flu in the United States is Camp Funston at Fort Riley,
which was playing in Madrid at the time. Influenza was
Kansas, where a cook named Albert Gitchell became ill
also called “la enfermedad de moda” (the illness in vogue)
with influenza on March 4, 1918. There were poultry
and “la dama española” (the Spanish lady.) It is estimatfarms in the area as well as thousands of horses destined
ed that more than 260,000 Spaniards succumbed to the
for the military’s use. In addition, there were more than a
Spanish flu.6
thousand Chinese laborers who arrived in February 1918,
Regardless of the origin of the pandemic, New Mex3
and the flu erupted not long after they got to Fort Riley.
icans in the military died at home and abroad. One of
Boston, Massachusetts, has been suggested as a source
the cruel ironies of World War I was that soldiers sufferas well. The Navy operated a facility there where as many
ing from a mild case of the flu remained in the trenches.
as seven thousand sailors at a time were housed in overThose who had more serious cases were sent behind the
crowded conditions while in transit. Another port city,
lines to hospitals where they were in very close proximity
Brest, France, has been advanced as a potential French
with other ill and injured servicemen. Even if the woundsource. Brest was the main port of debarkation for Amered survived their injuries, many often died from the flu.
ican servicemen, including New Mexicans. It was also the
Elmer Roy Adair of Albuquerque was wounded in an air
principal port of deparraid in France and hospitalized; he died of influenza
ture for returning troops
on August 14, 1918.
in 1919. Brest was the
Many New Mexicans never made it to Europe
site of the first unusual
and died stateside in teeming camps. Roger Longoutbreaks of influenza
botham, a resident of Lower Peñasco, died from inin Europe in April 1918,
fluenza at Camp Dix, New Jersey, on September 24.
and there were 96,000
Longbotham had enlisted on the previous month on
workers there during the
August 5 and was sent to Camp Cody, the largest
war. From Brest the dismilitary installation in New Mexico in 1918 was loease spread in concencated near Deming. Once assigned to Company L
tric circles reaching Parof the 136th Infantry Regiment, he was transferred
is and Italy by the end
to Camp Dix. While
of the month. It found
awaiting embarkation
the British army in May.
to Europe, he conReturning troops spread
tracted what his mothinfluenza to Britain in
er quite aptly called
June. On the other side
“flue monia” and died.
of the trenches, German
Longbotham’s remains
troops had begun to sufwere shipped back to
fer severe outbreaks in
New Mexico for buri4
Roger
Longbotham
and
letter
from
his
mothApril.
al. Five days later, back
British researchers er, Mrs. Belle Strickel Longbotham, writing
home in New Mexiabout
her
son.
have advanced the hyco, his father, Robert,
pothesis that the most
also died. Whether the
likely place of origin is Étaples, France. Through this town
deaths were connectpassed 100,000 soldiers a day during the early years of the
ed in some way is unwar. In the area were piggeries and poultry farms, both
known.7
suspected as loci of the virus.5
A grieving Mrs.
The one place that was not the origin of the Spanish
Belle Strickel LongFlu was Spain. Unlike other countries involved in World
botham wrote these lines about her beloved doughboy. “I
War I, neutral Spain did not censor its press. Word of the
will say in regard to my son, Roger, he was a model young
spread of flu was carried openly in newspapers throughman who had the friendship and high regard of most who
out the country. Prominent members of Spanish society,
knew him. . . . He willingly answered the call of the colors.
such as King Alfonso XIII, came down with influenza. His
. . .8
grave illness and subsequent recovery were widely reportCamp Dix was one of the deadliest stations for New
ed, giving rise to the influenza pandemic being associatMexican soldiers. Another was Camp Mills on Long Ised with Spain where influenza was referred to in various
land, New York. Twenty-two died at Camp Dix, and thirways. One popular way to speak about the flu was “el solteen died at Camp Mills. Other places where New Mexdado de Nápoles” (the soldier from Naples), after a song
ican servicemen died stateside included Camp Funston,
in the popular zarzuela Canción del Olvido by José Serrano,
Kansas; Camp Humphreys, Camp Morrison, and Fort
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“Street” in Camp Cody outside of Deming, New Mexico, 1918.
(Courtesy John Trujillo Photograph Collection, Center for Southwest
Research, University Libraries, University of New Mexico,
http://elibrary.unm.edu/cswr/)
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Lamb also published a second article in the same issue of
the journal. Doctors Lamb and Brannin knew that what
was attacking and killing soldiers at Camp Cody was influenza. What they did not know was exactly what influenza
was.12
Virology, the study of viruses, was still in its infancy
in 1918. In the late nineteenth century, researchers had
determined that there was a new form of infectious agent,
which they referred to as a virus. A virus is a small infectious agent that replicates itself inside living cells of other
organisms. The first influenza virus was not isolated until
1901 in poultry, and it was not until 1931 that a virus discovered in swine was determined as the cause of influenza.
Two years later, in 1933, the flu virus was isolated from
humans.13
New Mexico’s servicemen were not the only victims of
the Spanish Flu, and soldiers were not the only people who
brought the flu with them to the state. Towns and cities
around the state also suffered. Deming may have recorded
the first civilian death, on September 27, 1918. The proximity of Camp Cody and the railroad depot in Deming
provided a likely conduit for Spanish flu to make its way
to the town. Soon, more deaths throughout the state were
tallied. In eastern New Mexico, in Clovis, Myrtle Poor
Gurley, age thirty-three, died on October 7. To the south
in Carlsbad it was said that traveling circus performers
brought influenza on October 8. In the far northwest, Gallup and Navajo country were especially hard hit. Because
of poor record keeping, the number of Navajos who perished as a result of the Spanish Flu may never be known
with exactitude, but ongoing research suggests that more
than 4,000 Navajos and other Native Americans in New
Mexico and Arizona may have perished.14
Although the Spanish Flu has often been described as
an equal opportunity killer, in fact, it preyed heavily on

Lee, all in Virginia; Camp John Wise, Camp Travis, and
Fort Bliss, all in Texas; Camp Pike and Camp Roots, both
in Arkansas; Fort Sill, Oklahoma; and Camp Kearny, California. In all 127 soldiers and 3 sailors died as a result of
Spanish Flu, 63 of whom were serving in the American
Expeditionary Force.9
In New Mexico, Fort Bayard was one place where influenza was concentrated. The first soldier who died there
from Spanish Flu was Private Cornie Gil who arrived
from Ellis Island on September 20, 1918. Eventually, 287
patients and 115 staff contracted influenza. At Fort Stanton there were 149 cases of influenza out of 300 tuberculosis patients. The patients suffered a staggering 18 percent
mortality rate. In large measure, this was doubtless the result of the fact that the tuberculosis patients had weakened
immune systems when stricken with the Spanish flu.10
The day Roger Longbotham died at Camp Dix, a soldier from the same post arrived at Camp Cody, Longbotham’s previous post. The new arrival in New Mexico died
six days later on October 1. On that day nine cases of influenza were identified among the soldiers at the sprawling camp. Army doctors marked the beginning of the epidemic from that date, noting that it ran from October 1
to December 1, 1918. During that time, there were 3,265
admissions to the camp hospital. On October 26 there
were 378 cases and on October 30 there were 2,153 patients. Of these, 1,899 were influenza or pneumonia cases.
At the time, the Camp Cody hospital had only 1,200 beds.
Doctors registered deaths in 7.3 percent of cases and 38.4
percent of pneumonias for a total of 240.11
Captain Frederick Howe Lamb, chief of Laboratory
Nurses at the Red Cross Base Hospital, Camp Cody, New Mexico.
Service at Camp Cody, and Lieutenant Edward Bacon Miss Henrietta Davidson, Chief Nurse. (Courtesy Medical Departmen–
Brannin were the first doctors to publish studies on the
Hospitals–Cody, New Mexico, American Unofficial Collection of
influenza pandemic. Their article appeared in the pres- World War I Photographs Series, Records Group 165: Records of the War
tigious Journal of the American Medical Association. Doctor
Department General and Special Staffs, National Archives
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Native Americans and Mexican Americans. In Mexico as
many as 500,000 deaths have been attributed to the Spanish flu. Many Mexican laborers crossed into southern New
Mexico, where they lived in overcrowded conditions and
were of prime age to fall victim to influenza.15
There was what appeared to be an element of tragedy
versus good fortune in deciding the fate of a given New
Mexican community. In the isolated coal mining town of
Dawson, there were 79 deaths out of population of 6,000,
which equates to a death rate of 13.2 per 1,000. In Albuquerque, however, with a population of around 15,000
there were 923 cases and only 167 deaths. Tactics also may
have played a role in governing who lived and who died.
One effective practice was protective sequestration, that is,
protecting healthy people from contracting an infectious
disease by keeping them from contact with those who were
ailing. Another method was quarantine, the segregation
of people who were ill to prevent spreading the disease.
The lower percentage of deaths in Albuquerque perhaps
was due to the city prohibiting all public gatherings and
identifying quarantined homes with signage. By November 1, 1918, there had been 15,255 influenza cases in New
Mexico out of a population of 350,000. More than 1,055
people died. During the course of the disease from 1918 to
1920, there were more than 5,000 civilian deaths, which
represents 1.4 percent of the population.16
The state of public health in New Mexico contributed
to the impact of the Spanish Flu. In 1918, only six years
after statehood, New Mexico was the only state that did
not have a department of health; rather, each county had
county health officers. In a practical sense this meant that
there was no statewide authority that could mandate disease prevention measures. County health officers’ limited
powers included quarantine, investigation, and the ability
to appoint health inspectors. The main strategy was twopronged: try to convince local officials to follow practical
measures such as banning public gatherings and complaining when they failed to follow recommendations. The
problem of dealing with infectious disease was exacerbated by the fact that some New Mexico counties had no resident physician.
Fortune smiled on New Mexico in the midst of so much
misery in the person of Dr. John W. Kerr. Dr. Kerr was
with the United States Public Health Service. As it happened, there had already been conversations in Washington, D.C., about the state of public health in New Mexico,
and Kerr was dispatched to conduct a survey of public
health administration in the state. He arrived in New
Mexico on September 18, 1918, just about the time of the
arrival of the Spanish Flu. Kerr eventually filed reports on
public health and on the influenza pandemic. His activities and reporting spurred local officials to influence sufficiently both the Democratic and Republican parties to
include the establishment of a public health department
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in their planks for the 1918 primaries. In his inaugural address and his address to the legislature, Governor Octaviano A. Larazolo spoke on behalf of the issue. He signed HB
118 on March 15, 1919, creating a state board of health.17
An abiding question regarding the influenza pandemic
was why it registered the highest mortality in people in the
prime of life, from ages twenty to forty, a demographic
that took in most servicemen. Influenza usually strikes with
greatest fury among the very young and very old. Several
hypotheses have been advanced. One argues that the relatively robust health of individuals in the prime of life in
contrast to the very young and very old led to rapidly progressive respiratory failure and death through a cytokine
storm, an acute overreaction of the body’s immune system. According to this explanation, the flu virus stimulated
production of too many antibodies in younger people with
strong immune systems. This excessive immune reaction
filled lungs with fluid and choked victims to death. Another hypothesis maintains that malnutrition, poor hygiene,
and poor sanitation were why so many otherwise healthy
adults died from the Spanish flu. Recent research suggests
that an existing human H1NI flu virus acquired genetic
material directly from bird flu virus, making it particularly
lethal, although this is still being debated.18
Another line of investigation posits that a new H1N1 flu
virus was able to evade immune systems because of lack
of immunity. This hypothesis holds that people born between 1880 and 1900 were exposed during childhood to
an H2N2 or H3N8 flu virus, called Asiatic or Russian Flu,
that began circulating in 1889, but they had no antibodies
to fight an H1 virus.19
No matter the type of virus or its source, the Spanish
Flu pandemic combined with World War I struck down
New Mexicans in uniform and civilians with a deadly
force unknown before or since. The combined tragedies
changed the state in profound ways. For servicemen who
survived the depravity of the war and the onslaught of the
pandemic, life would never be the same, whether for good
or ill. For the civilian population, something positive came
from the twin horrors as the state moved toward the creation of a modern public health system.
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2019 New Mexico History Conference
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Thursday, March 28-Saturday, March 30, 2018
at Embassy Suits
Sponsored by

Interview with David Holtby
Preview of His Plenary Session of the 2019 New Mexico History Conference,
“Conflicted Legacy: New Mexico and World War I”
Conducted by Dr. Rick Hendricks and Dr. Dennis Reinhartz for
the Historical Society of New Mexico
The Historical Society of New Mexico (HSNM) is proud to feature Dr. David Holtby as the Plenary Session speaker to open the 2019 New Mexico History Conference on Thursday evening, March 28. As a preview and context for his plenary talk, “Conflicted Legacy: New Mexico and World War,” the following
interview questions were created in a collaboration between Dr. Rick Hendricks, State Records Administrator of the New Mexico State Records and Archives, and Dr. Dennis Reinhartz, president of HSNM.
HSNM: First, let us introduce the 2019 New Mexico History Conference Plenary Session speaker, Dr. David V.
Holtby. He served as an in-house editor and also fulfilled
administrative duties as editor in chief and associate director of the University of New Mexico Press. He earned his
undergraduate degree from the University of Washington,
spent four years as a military intelligence analyst, and completed his doctorate at the University of New Mexico in
1978. Upon retiring from University of New Mexico Press
in 2006, he resumed historical research but shifted his emphasis from the Spanish Civil War to New Mexico history. He published Forty-Seventh Star: New Mexico’s Struggle for
Statehood in 2012 and Lest We Forget: World War I and New
Mexico in 2018, both by the University of Oklahoma Press
His Plenary Session at the 2019 New Mexico History
Conference, Thursday evening, March 28, will feature a
slide-lecture entitled “Conflicted Legacy: New Mexico and
WorldWar I.” He will begin with two Charles Schulz cartoons
of Snoopy as a World War I aviator and moves on from popular culture to point out other ways that World War I has—
and has not—left its imprint on our state and consciousness.
Holtby: Let me begin by thanking Drs. Hendricks and Reinhartz and the Historical Society of New Mexico for inviting me to deliver the Plenary Address. I am pleased to have
this opportunity. I also give a shout-out to Dawn Santiago,

editor of La Crónica, for bringing this interview into print.
HSNM: What can you offer as a preview of your talk on
“Conflicted Legacy: New Mexico and World War I”?
Holtby: Your question allows me to set the stage for my Plenary Address. I will examine World War I’s impact on New
Mexicans, with particular attention directed to the largely
overlooked post-war period and the activities of veterans.
The centennial of World War I is winding down after occasioning numerous multi-year commemorations
worldwide. Most of the attention in the United States has
been on military participation in 1917–1918. But events
in the immediate post-war years should not be overlooked.
The November 1918 Armistice ended the fighting, but
more than two million men remained overseas in uniform until discharged during the spring and summer of
1919. Upon returning home, these men ceased being citizen-soldiers and stepped into new roles as citizen-veterans.
It is now one hundred years later, and very little attention
in centennial activities is being paid to the post-war lives of
the ex-soldiers, sailors, and marines. What did they experience in the years immediately after the war? That is the
question I will consider in my talk, and in particular I focus
on what I call the “Conflicted Legacy” of these veterans.
This is not so much a preview of my formal talk as it
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is an overview of the background for what I will discuss.
Tensions kindled by the impending return of veterans
emerged in the immediate aftermath of the Americans’
and Allies’ triumphant victory. Barely four weeks after the
Armistice of November 11, thirty-six governors and governors-elect, including New Mexico’s Octaviano Larrazolo, gathered at Annapolis, Maryland, in mid-December
of 1918. Great anxiety beset this session of the National Governors Association. A recurring source of much
hand-wringing were problems associated with what one
journalist identified as “conditions arising out of the war.”
Foremost among looming concerns was the impact ex-servicemen would have on their states and communities. The
recently hailed conquering heroes were suddenly a major
problem. How would these veterans be melded into civilian
life? Federal but especially state officials faced an uncharted
process of transitioning from wartime mobilization and a
command economy to peacetime practices of civil society
and a consumer economy. Entwined in those transformations
were the origins of a “Conflicted Legacy.” In this complex
set of changing priorities, veterans posed a vexing problem
at every turn: securing re-employment; offering vocational
training; providing rehabilitation and gainful employment
for tens of thousands of disabled men; granting health care
and other benefits for all veterans; and commissioning public
memorials—to name just five pivotal impacts on public policy.
These issues, whether singly or collectively, exceeded the capacity of individual states to address, making
one conclusion inescapable—only the federal government
could undertake meaningful initiatives to aid veterans. By
the fall of 1919 hundreds of thousands of veterans began
to organize into scores of voluntary associations to secure
postwar assistance or, in the words of one authority, to
“establish a social contract between the nation and those
who fought its battles.” Their lobbying compelled the U.S.
Congress to create the Veterans Bureau in August 1921.
This success was achieved without much forethought, precedent, or designated funding sources, and thereafter the
federal government and veterans associations—the largest
of which became the million-plus members of the American Legion—butted heads for more than twenty years to
create policies and programs to aid World War I veterans.
In ways both surprising and largely forgotten today, New
Mexico had an oversized role in the creation of this new
social contract “between the nation and those who fought
its battles.” Discussed in my talk will be the activities of
governors and the legislature, the state’s U.S. senators and
representatives, American Legion posts and statewide officers, and veterans and their families. The many and diverse
actions of these individuals and groups were skirmishes in
the “Conflicted Legacy” of my title. The capstone event
came in passage of the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of
1944 (also known as the GI Bill of Rights). This legislation
was enacted because a majority of the members of the U.S.
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New Mexico Governor
Octaviano Larrazolo

Congress were veterans of World War I, and they were determined to avoid the postwar conflicts over veterans’ benefits that became a political football in the 1920s and 1930s.
HSNM: In focusing on veterans’ activities during the interwar decades, you open up an aspect of New Mexico history
that is not too familiar to many of us. In your book, Lest We
Forget: World War I and New Mexico, you explore New Mexico’s contribution to the American effort in World War I.
What other new perspectives are offered in Lest We Forget?
Holtby: When I started my research, I wondered what existed for state-centered studies of World War I. I did a bibliographic search to find some “comparable’ histories,” but
to my surprise the results were meager. Most such works had
been published more than sixty years earlier. I had not expected this gap in state histories because a major trend since
the mid-1960s in writing about twentieth-century U.S. history has been to probe how states responded to such national events as the Progressive Era, the Great Depression, and
even World War II. For each of those topics, inquiries into
federal initiatives have revealed what is called “the complexities of implementation” at the state and local level. But the
absence of recent studies delineating state-based responses to
World War I freed me to look broadly at how New Mexico
experienced national currents shaping three key spheres—
the home front, military life, and veterans’ activities.
Here is one example drawn, again, from the too often
overlooked post-war years. Tucked away in one sentence in
David M. Kennedy’s 2004 masterful overview of America’s
home front, Over Here: The First World War and American Society, is a quick reference to Gold Star Mothers’ summertime pilgrimages to France that the U.S. Congress funded
between 1930 and 1933. For me this mention was akin to
uncovering a priceless gem. I immediately wanted to know
who from New Mexico had participated and what their story was. But to track down the Army’s files for our state’s
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Doing so allows one to plumb tragedy so that one can trace
a way forward amid the pain by identifying how resilience
emerged and is manifested. Such accounts offer timeless lessons about the empowerment gained in persevering. These
lessons should not be forgotten, as I state in my book’s title.
HSNM: What would you identify as some of New
Mexico’s main contributions to World War I?

On September 21, 1948, the U.S. Postal Service issued
a postage stamp to honor Gold Star Mothers
whose sons had been killed in war
four “pilgrimage mothers” took many, many hours. Finally
I pulled together various research leads, and I put Gold Star
Mothers at the top of my to-do list on one of the last of my
trips to the National Archives in College Park, Maryland.1
Let me digress briefly. In the early 1980s my good friend
and incomparable New Mexico historian, Dr. Marc Simmons, delivered an invited talk to the (now defunct) Friends
of the University of New Mexico Libraries entitled “Getting
High on History.” The phrase stuck with me because it aptly
described what occurs when often rather ordinary research
is elevated to endorphin-releases. Such a reaction happened
when I opened the first two boxes of records from the Office
of the Quartermaster General, material collected during the
Gold Star Mothers’ pilgrimages, and rarely looked at since
the mid-1930s. A participant’s description of graveside reunions in 1930—a few sentences of which are included at
the bottom of page 233 in Lest We Forget—remains indelibly
etched in my memory. The writer’s description gripped and
transfixed me, and his words bridged nearly ninety years.
The account transformed what had been a research quest
into empathetic union with the mothers’ grief and loss.2
Several incidents preserved in eyewitness statements
from New Mexican combat infrantrymen’s experiences and the graveside account from 1930 were searing encounters that forced me to pay attention to two fundamental human responses to war—its impact as trauma and the
meaning of death. These two topics form a large part of issues I consider in the book’s final two-and-a-half chapters.
Storytellers from Homer in ancient Greece onward have
for millennia touched on these same topics, but only in recent
decades have historians systematically probed them, especially for the American Civil War. I hope that when researchers
begin to look at other states’ experiences between 1917 and
1941 they will pay attention to the sorrowful stories of loss.

Holtby: The answer state officials gave a century ago remains important then and now. During and immediately
after the war three facts were offered as undeniable proof of
the loyalty and patriotism evident in New Mexico’s wartime
efforts. First, the state’s voluntary enlistments in the military were, per capita, the fifth highest in the nation. Second,
the extraordinary level of participation on the home front
was evident in two accomplishments. Bond sales in-state
exceeded the federal quota by 58 percent or nearly eight
million dollars, and New Mexico women’s food conservation efforts were in the top one-third among all states. And
last, in combat New Mexicans were prominent in three of
the Army’s highest-rated battlefield units—the Regular Army’s 1st Division, the National Guard’s 28th Division, and
the all-draftee National Army’s 89th Division. The state
can take justifiable pride in these significant contributions.
I recite at length these wartime accomplishments and
other noteworthy contributions in Lest We Forget. But in
researching the centennial of World War I, another contribution emerged, one only hinted at by state officials involved in the war—the collection of eyewitness statements
from nearly 3,500 New Mexico men in uniform immediately upon their return home. In singling out these documents, known as Servicemen’s Questionnaires, I need
to acknowledge what I too often have neglected—giving
credit for an indispensable research lead. In May 2010 Dr.
Rick Hendricks delivered his first public lecture following his appointment as the New Mexico State Historian.
He was aware I planned to study World War I following
submission of my book manuscript on Statehood. In our
brief chat after his talk on “Cultures in Conflict: Mexican
New Mexico Versus the United State,” he mentioned that
I should be sure to look into the questionnaires returning
servicemen submitted and on-file in the State Archives of
New Mexico within the State Records Center and Archives.
I had no idea such materials had been collected, but
when I began reading these questionnaires I quickly realized they were truly a “significant contribution.” I eventually read almost half of the questionnaires. These servicemen’s statements were largely completed between
the fall of 1919 and into early1920. They were two pages. The first collected information about a serviceman’s
background and current status, and the second page invited the serviceman to write about anything related
to their military experience. Additional sheets could be
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added, and about 10 percent of the respondent did so.
These questionnaires are an incomparable time capsule
left by about one-quarter of the state’s soldiers, sailors, and
marines—about 3,500 men from among the 14,000 or so
New Mexicans in uniform. History has many definitions,
but one of the most basic is that it is a “selective record of
the past.” That is, what has been preserved and is available
in the future powerfully shapes what historians write. For
me, the phrase “time capsule” speaks to our innate curiosity,
our desire to get closer to people and events that otherwise
are recalled dimly, if at all, and especially to unearth treasures found in words and ideas long lost and now revealed.
It is priceless to uncover eyewitness accounts and learn
firsthand what was meaningful to people a century ago.
I am aware of only six other states for which such questionnaires are available (Connecticut, Virginia, Florida,
Minnesota, Tennessee, and Utah). New Mexico is the only
Southwestern state represented in such records, and only
one of two states for the entire American West. New Mexico officials collected this material in the expectation that
“the vast depository of facts accumulated and preserved will
serve the purpose of those who come after us who will write
the history of the World War in such detail as posterity will
require.” This far-sighted initiative became the archival rock
from which I hewed a narrative of our state’s servicemen’s
wartime experiences, particularly their combat activities.
From the questionnaires I was able to weave into my chapters vignettes of 172 New Mexicans, of whom 45 percent
were Nuevomexicanos. Late in my research I traveled to an
archive adjacent to the campus of the Army War College in
Carlisle, Pennsylvania. There, I researched World War I servicemen’s questionnaires from several divisions collected by
the Army more than sixty years after the Armistice. The great
find was a detailed wartime diary that Corporal William N.
Sibley from Deming had completed in 1919 and finally submitted to document his combat experiences in the National Guard’s 28th Division shortly before his death in 1981.
That diary together with the servicemen’s questionnaires
held in Santa Fe allowed me to recount for the first time
the significant role of New Mexicans in combat. Details of
these battlefield stories were previously unknown, and to my
mind the most noteworthy one involved Lieutenant Harry Rogers from Lakewood near Artesia. He commanded a
company in the war’s most famous battlefield incident—the
plight of the so-called “Lost Battalion” involving companies
of the 77th Division. It takes nearly ten pages spread over
three separate sections of the book to recount his experiences, and I hope readers of my book share in my awe of
Rogers’ heroism evident in his service, sacrifices, and death.
HSNM: Given your previous study Forty-Seventh Star:
New Mexico’s Struggle for Statehood (2012), what links exist between the quest to fully enter the United States
and New Mexico’s participation in World War I?
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Holtby: The state’s many wartime contributions demonstrated New Mexicans unquestionable loyalty and meritorious service to the United States. That record was
proudly proclaimed during and after the war and amounted to a final rebuttal to all the baseless abuse heaped on
New Mexicans during their sixty-four years as a territory.
My books published during centennials of statehood and
World War I can be read as studies in how significant societal
change occurred. At the center of two exemplary improvements in civil society in the post-Statehood era are matters
of probity. Specifically, how women shed stereotypes and
constraints long imposed on them, and also how the administration of justice ceased being a blunt tool of special interests such as the Santa Fe Ring. So much more visible and
empowered were women during World War I, in Lest We Forget I was able to devote one entire chapter and major parts of
three other chapters to their contributions. Regarding legal
history during World War I, it represented a wholesale shift
toward competence and impartiality—although some flaws
were still evident but mostly at the federal level. For me, one
of the unsung heroes of the years between 1913 and 1921
was U.S. Attorney for New Mexico Summers Burkhart,
to whom I devote considerable attention in Chapter 2.
HSNM: What can we look forward to as your next book?
Holtby: My plan is to continue researching New Mexico
and the twentieth century. My work as a historian is my
“Second Act,” and at age seventy-two I am keenly aware
that whatever emerges is likely best understood in relation to
the Spanish interjection !Ojalá! , which I prefer to translate
from its Arabic origins—“May God [literally, “Allah”] be
willing”— rather than in the more secular sense, “May it be.”
My topic is a social history of the state’s (and America’s) home front during three major wars and pivotal
changes in the thirty-five years encompassing World War
II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War. I spent three
years on my Statehood book and six years researching and
writing about World War I. I hope my next book will be
finished somewhere in-between those time spans. !Ojalá!
Endnotes
David M. Kennedy, Over Here: The First World War and American Society (reprint; New York: Oxford University Press, 2004).
1

A few sentences of the participant’s decision of the graveside reunions in 1930 are included in Holtby, Lest We Forget, p.
233. Incidentally, the 2019 annual convention of Gold Star
Mothers will be held in Albuquerque this May, and presiding as president will be Becky Christmas from Wagon Mound.
2
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Mock Peace Conferenceto Commemorate
the100th Anniversary of the World War I Armistice
By Judy Reinhartz
Take a moment, what do you remember about World War
I? I suspect very little, but an event that took place on the eve
of the 100th anniversary of the Armistice will not be forgotten by sixty world history students from Early College Opportunities (ECOHS) and Santa Fe (SFHS) high schools for
a very long time. For a brief four hours, these students lived
the history that they were reading about in their textbooks.
On November 9, 2018, world history ECOHS and SFHS
students participated in a mock peace conference in the Senate Chamber at the Roundhouse in Santa Fe to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Armistice that ended the
fighting of World War I. This culminating project afforded
these students an opportunity to study World War I from
the perspective of different countries that fought in the war.
After learning about war and how it impacted the countries
they selected, small groups of students worked with their
teachers to develop suggestions for the terms of a treaty
that would ensure a “lasting peace” while protecting the interests of each country. The countries’ terms for the treaty
were negotiated at the conference from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
This collaborative project was facilitated by Jake Zgela, history teacher at the Early College Opportunities High
School, and Peggy Spurgeon, history teacher at Santa Fe
High School. The author assisted in creating the world history unit and attended the mock peace conference at the
Roundhouse. But it was through the leadership and enthusiasm of Jeff Gephart, assistant superintendent of En-

View of various negotiations the Mock Peace Conference

Students caucusing during peace treaty negotiations

gagement and Innovation Santa Fe Public Schools, and the
teachers that the students had this extraordinary experience.
Twenty-first century research, presentation, and negotiating skills and knowledge played out in real time in a very
prestigious place, the Roundhouse, where decisions are
made that effect our New Mexico citizens. To gain background information and set the stage for the Peace Conference, students researched specific countries that were
involved in the War. They uncovered information about
their populations, economies, political circumstances, the
need for support from people back home, evolving technologies, and military tactics that were prevalent before and after the War. Small group presentations made for a unique
and challenging set of experiences. The second component
of the project consisted of discussing and voting on the five
articles (reparations, borders, military restrictions, lasting
peace, and other recommendations). During this part, students came alive, offering recommendations and supporting
their ideas with information they learned. It was fascinating
to watch and listen as students raised their country’s flag,
were recognized, and proceeded to speak. They caucused
outside the chamber and returned with greater conviction
to support their collective decisions. A final piece involved
students in a mock press conference in which student delegates from each country read a statement regarding the conference and the terms discussed, rejected, and/or approved.
It was clear to those of us observing from the Senate
Chamber Gallery that the students lived up to everyone’s
high expectations—knowledgeable, polite when disagree-
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ing, and collaborating to come to a final
decision. We should all be proud of these
students who enjoyed their moment in
the Peace Conference in the Roundhouse!
Dr. Veronica C. Garcia, superintendent
of Schools said that, “This was a great example of project-based learning at its best. It
engaged students and teachers in a dynamic and exciting way that made learning relevant. I applaud Mr. Zgela and Ms. Spurgeon
for providing our students this academically
rigorous, engaging educational opportunity.”
If anyone would like to have more information, contact Mr. Gephart at jgephart@
sfps.k12.nm.us.

Students from Early College Opportunities and Santa Fe High School
who participated in the Mock Peace Conference in November 2018 at the
New Mexico Captiol Roundhouse

NEW BOOKS FOR YOUR
NEW MEXICO HISTORY BOOKSHELF
Compiled by Richard Melzer
Anella, Anthony, and Mark C. Childs. Imagine a City That
Remembers: The Albuquerque Rephotography Project. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2018.

Kiser, William S. Coast-to-Coast Empire: Manifest Destiny
and the New Mexico Borderlands. Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 2018.

Ebright, Malcolm, and Rick Hendricks. Pueblo Sovereignty:
Indian Land and Water in New Mexico and Texas. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2019.

Lipsett-River, Sonya. The Origins of Macho: Men and Masculinity in Colonial Mexico. Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 2019.

Flint, Richard, and Shirley Cushing Flint. A Most Splendid
Company: The Coronado Expedition in Global Perspective.
Albuquerque: University of New Mexico, 2019.

Collins, Jan MacKell. Good Time Girls of Arizona and New
Mexico: A Red-Light History of the American Southwest.
Laham, Maryland: TwoDot, 2019.

Grossman, Sarah E. M. Mining the Borderlands: Industry,
Capital, and the Emergence of Engineers in the Southwest Territories, 1855-1910. Reno: University of Nevada Press,
2018.

Murphy, Mary Alice. God’s Umbrella: South New Mexico
World War II Survivors. Silver City: Mercury Heartlink,
2018.

Hedglen, Thomas L. Fleet Wings of Fame: A Story of Art
Goebel, Bill Davis, and Martin Jensen, Survivors of the 1927
Dole Race to Hawaii. Maitland, Florida: Liberty Hill
Publishing, 2018.
Hiller, Peter, and Ann Lane Hedlund. Navajo Weavers of
the American Southwest. Charleston, South Carolina:
Arcadia Press, 2018.
Hocking, Doug. The Black Legend: George Bascom, Cochise,
and the Start of the Apache Wars. Laham, Maryland:
TwoDot, 2018.
King, Farina. The Earth Memory Compass: Diné Landscape
and Education in the Twentieth Century. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2018.

Page, Joseph T., II. Kirtland Air Force Base. Charleston,
South Carolina: Arcadia Press, 2018.
Pezzarossi, Heather Law, and Russell N. Sheptak, eds. Indigenous Persistence in the Colonized Americas: Material and
Documentary Perspectives on Entanglement. Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 2019.
Russo, Bud. Heroes and Villains of New Mexico: A Collection of
True Stories. Santa Fe: Sunstone Press, 2018.
Mark Santiago. A Bad Peace and a Good War: Spain and the
Mescalero Apache Uprising of 1795-1799. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2018.
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Historical society of New Mexico News
Call for Applications for 2019 HSNM Grant Programs
Deadline May 31, 2019
The purpose of the HSNM grant programs is to help individuals, organizations and institutions further individual and
group projects consistent with the stated purposes of the Society, which are:
To increase the knowledge of New Mexico History
To disseminate information about the history of New Mexico and the Southwest
To encourage the preservation of historic objects & property

HSNM 2019 Grant Program

Jane C. Sanchez Grant Program

The maximum grant amount is $1,000; no matching
amount is required. Individual and organizational applicants must be current with their membership dues to be
considered for a grant. All applications will be considered, although the Society encourages applications that
relate to unique subjects of New Mexico history, those
which indicate financial or in-kind support, coordination and cooperation with other community groups, or
that help introduce youth to New Mexico history. Two
letters of support for each application are also required.

The Jane C. Sanchez Grant seeks to help with funding of publication of original research on New Mexico
or Borderland history. This may include folklore, fiction, or drama, as well as traditional historical works.
The maximum grant amount is $5,000, and can be distributed over one to three years. Grant applicants may
not request additional funding in subsequent years.

The Society divides its grant-funding allocations between
grants for “Individuals” and “Organizations,” recognizing
inherent distinctions between the two. “Individual” grant
applicants are performing personal research and are not representatives of a group or association. “Organization” applicants include entities such as museums, historical societies, cultural centers and similar 501c3 applicants, and grant
funding is typically applied to such objectives as dissemination or duplication of important documents, construction or
repair of museum facilities and exhibits, and other projects
that provide general promotion of history-based activities.

http://www.hsnm.org/grants/. Please note that any proposal
for funding from the Jane C. Sanchez Fund must result in
the publication or a tangible product produced from original research. Examples include original music, dramatic presentations, books, film or video, and photographs.
Funds will be provided to the grantee on a disbursement
schedule tied to approved milestones and deliverables.

The period of completion for any approved project
shall not exceed three years. Applicants must be members
in good standing with HSNM and must maintain their
Deadline for applications is May 31, 2019. Applicants will membership throughout the grant period. The grantees
be notified of the status of their proposal by August 1, 2019. will be announced at the HSNM July 2019 board meetProjects, or those portions of larger projects for which the ing, with the grant period beginning September 1, 2019.
grant is requested, should be completed by August 1, 2020.
Applications and instructions may be downloaded at

For more information and to download an application, please visit http://www.hsnm.org/grants/

1882 U.S.
Gold Coins

Draft on the First National Bank of Las Vegas, New Mexico, by
M. Brunswick to Jose Aguilar, for $40,
dated February 15, 1882
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Anna Is Warned

Edited and Introduction by John Ramsay
In 1911 Cimarron, New Mexico, was a thriving small
town. The weekly newspaper Cimarron News and the Cimarron Citizen for January 7, 1911, had advertisements for three
hotels, a national bank, a gun store, and one bar. The issue of January 27, 1911, advertised a different bar and hotel. There was also a notice of a meeting of the “Cimarron
Bachelors’ Club” and the construction of a new Methodist Church. The town still had the underlying structure
as a western ranching and mining town. The road from
Cimarron to Taos was being improved, which undoubtedly increased the number of single men. Some residents
were active in improving the social morality. The follow-

ing is a transcript of a hand-written five-page letter found
in a yet-to-be processed collection at the Fray Angelico
Chavez History Library, Palace of the Governors in Santa Fe. This particular letter is an outlier in the specific collection as there no supporting material. The letter relates
to a situation in Cimarron in 1911 that illustrates the drive
to improve social morality. In making the transcript, no effort was made to interpret the last name of Anna P… and
the name of the person who wrote the letter was uninterpretable. There is also no evidence of whether the letter
is the original sent to Anna P…, a draft, or never mailed.
However, it does illustrate the efforts of social reformers.

July 26—1911
Madam At a meeting of the Friends & Relatives of certain young men of Cimarron secretly held the following Resolutions here drafted
Resolved—that one Anna P---- Residing[?] in the town of Cimarron Having Been the Direct Cause of the
Degradation Down Fall & Moral Ruin of Certain Young men within the above named town by fleecing them
of their wages & other wise Demoralizing them by deceitful methods and otherwise making her Self obnoxious
in the Eyes of all Decent citizens.
[T]herefore be it Resolved—that said Anna P---- be forth with advised of the doings[?] of this Committee &
the following Instructions Drawn[?] & served to her. Anna B----[?]P you are hereby notified by the law & order
League of Cimarron that any further attempt on your Part to entice into your Place of Abode or any other
Room or Secret Meeting place any young men living in the town of Cimarron. Either for the purpose of Pleasure or Proffit[stet] will be met by Prompt action on the part of this Committee as follows.
1st your husband will be Promptly notified of your action & the names of the young man[sic] given him &
he instructed to Stop the Proceedings at once & if he fail to succeed the village Authorities will be notified &
a complaint drawn out against you & if they should fail to do their Duty the members of this committee will
wait upon you in a body & meet-out to you the Punishment you so Justly deserve—by first administering a good
Horse whipping & finishing up their work with a goodly coat of tar & feathers & given a certain number of
hours to leave the town & not return.
[T]here will be no further warning to you if you must practice your nefarious work. Confine your operations
to men of your class or men old enough & with worldly Conferrence[?] Enough to Know when they are being
Stung & not Young men of this town & Remember you will be watched by the Male members of this committee
& any attempt on your Part to violate this order by attempting to meet them or accepting a Single dollar of the
remaining Earnings of any young man of this town will be met by Prompt action by this committee.
Signed, Law & order League
You are further-more instructed to advise none of your victims of the action of this Committee & bear in
mind that we mean business you have been the Direct cause of the Ruination of more young men in this town
than all the balance of the Ill Repute[?] that ever lived in the town & the Decent Class have made up their
minds to Put a Stop to your doings. So beware & remember that failure on your part to comply with any & all
of the above instructions will result in forwarding to your husband a copy of this resolution with the names of
the young men interested.
Car…

Historical Society of New Mexico & the New Mexico Jewish Historical Society
Mini-Conference
“Movers & Shakers in New Mexico: Colonial Era to Statehood”
June 8, 2019 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Jewish Community Center, Albuquerque
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Historic Photographs of New Mexico ca. 1909-1920

Fort Bayard, ca. 1909 (Courtesy Library of Congress

Pershing’s Expedition againt Pancho Villa, 1916-1917)

Militia troops heading into mass at St. Genevieve Catholic Church, Las Cruces, ca. February 1916 (Courtesy Otis Aultman Collection,
El Paso Public Library); Assembly of trucks at Camp Columbus to chase Pancho Villa;
Soldiers and Ambulance Wagons head out on the chase for Villa (both Courtesy of Library of Congress)

Camp Cody, 1918

(left to right) Troops training (Courtesy Center for Southwest Research via New Mexico Digital Collections); Construction of the Red Cross Hospital,
May of 1918 (Courtesy Library of Congress); Canteen at Camp Cody (Courtesy National Archives via U.S. Army Center of Military History)

Panorama of Albuquerque skyline, ca. 1915, by Haines Photo Co. (Courtesy of the Library of Congress)

Join the Historical Society of New Mexico
The Historical Society of New Mexico is open to anyone interested in
New Mexico and its history
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